Friends of Alice
Birney Elementary

2016-2017
Annual Report

Table of Contents
Alice Birney Elementary, an IB World School ………………………………… 3
Friends of Alice Birney Elementary (FOABE) ………………………………… 4
Programs Funded by Friends of Alice Birney Elementary………………. 5
How We Raise Funds …………………………………………………………………… 9
2016/17 Financial Summary………………………………………………………… 16

Contact Information

Web Address: www.friendsofalicebirney.org
Email Address: AliceBirneyFriends@gmail.com
Mailing Address:
Friends of Alice Birney Elementary
P.O. Box 635343
San Diego, CA 92163
Tax ID#: 27-2414127

2

Alice Birney Elementary, an IB World School
Alice Birney Elementary School, an IB World School, is an accredited IB School as
well as a a public school within the San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD). Our
school serves the families of the University Heights neighborhood as well as
students that have elected to attend through the SDUSD choice program. Birney is
designated as a magnet school within the district. The primary purpose of a magnet
is to reduce minority group isolation and to close the achievement gap. San Diego
Unified magnet schools have four purposes:
• Diversity as an aspirational goal
• Improved achievement for all students
• Distinctive curriculum or educational approach
• Attract students from outside assigned neighborhood attendance zones
Magnet schools offer students a unique opportunity for in-depth studies in a
specific area of interest and Birney’s area of interest is the International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB PYP). Magnet schools
attract a wide-range of students, creating richly diverse learning environments.
Alice Birney Elementary serves 540 students in grades K-5 from throughout the city.
As an accredited IB School, we take pride in our ‘Specials' programs aimed at
teaching the whole child, with a global perspective. These IB Specials classes offer all
students weekly opportunities to learn Art, Spanish language, Physical Education,
and Garden and Environmental Education. Our diverse student population is
composed of 35% White, 16% Black, and 37% Hispanic children, with 12%
identifying as “other”. Our international population speaks over 16 different
languages with 29% of students classified as English Learners. 57% of our students
qualify for the San Diego Unified School District Free and Reduced Lunch Program
The goal of Alice Birney Elementary School, an IB World School is to
teach students to demonstrate an understanding of the world around them,
politically, socially and culturally. We expect our students to be active, curious
and confident learners, and we expect them to be able to contribute to the school
climate of tolerance, empathy and integrity. We develop and nurture students to
use knowledge to promote peace, tolerance and understanding of other cultures
in their daily endeavors. Our goal is to send inquiring, independent, and caring
young people who act to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect on to middle school. Our aim is to
prepare children to become adults who are active, compassionate and peaceful
citizens of the world community.
We are aligned with the mission of the International Baccalaureate Organization,
which is:
“To develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who
help create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural
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understanding and respect. [The IBO] encourages students to become
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that
other people, with their differences, can also be right”.

Friends of Alice Birney Elementary (FOABE)
Like many schools, Alice Birney Elementary realized several years ago that the
state’s ongoing, structural funding problems threatened the school’s ability to
continue its exciting International Baccalaureate programs and concomitant
growth in student achievement. In April 2010, a small group of parents
incorporated The Friends of Alice Birney Elementary and began planning how
they could raise enough money to secure the school’s future as a vibrant IB World
School. In 2011 we were granted 501 (c)(3) status, making FOABE a non-profit
charitable organization. In short, the mission of The Friends of Alice Birney
Elementary is to fill the funding gap, which changes from year to year, with
fundraising activities. Each year we re-evaluate where our gaps will be and plan
accordingly.
Fundraisers coordinated by FOABE during the 2016/17 school year supported the
continuation of the IB PYP by funding the following essential programs:
§ IB Training for teaching teams
§ Spanish Class
§ Art Class
§ Garden and Environmental Education Class
§ Collaboration time for teaching teams

FOABE Board Structure
The Friends of Alice Birney Elementary is comprised of a board of 9 members.
All members are parent volunteers and, aside from the principal who holds a
permanent position, abide by the term limits delineated in our By Laws.
The 2016/17 board was structured as follows:
President – Beth Deig (beth.deig@gmail.com)
Vice President – Tulip Howard (tulip.howard@gmail.com)
Treasurer – Chris Jaccard (cj@jaccardfinancial.com)
Secretary – Wendy DeCesare (wendy.decesare@gmail.com)
At-Large – Nikki Bergstrom (nikki.bergstrom@gmail.com)
At-Large – Brenda Anderson (brenda.p.anderson@gmail.com)
PTA Liasion – James Fitzgerald (jf@sophonomy.com)
Principal – Amanda Hammond-Williams (ahammondwilliams@sandi.net)
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Programs Funded by Friends of Alice Birney Elementary
All 540 students cycle through “Specials” classes on a weekly basis with their
classmates. During this special instructional time, their regular classroom teachers
are given time to collaborate as a grade-level team. This collaboration time is vital
to the success of our IB PYP Programme. While the teachers collaborate, students
get instruction in each of the subject areas listed below as well as Physical
Education. At this time Physical Education is funded by the school district, so I will
not elaborate for purposes of this report.

Spanish class
Birney IB World School offers Spanish
Enrichment to all grade levels. The IBO
requires introduction of a second language
from the age of 7, but at Birney we include
both kindergarten and first grade in our
program. Sra. Goudy is a former Birney parent
and a graduate of San Diego High's IB Diploma
Program. Sra. Goudy is the owner of IES
Language-San Diego, part of a national
foundation which can be found at the following
link: http://ieslanguages.org/the-iesmethodology. She is a professional, talented teacher with excellent classroom
management, great experience with students with special needs, and her language
program at Birney is aligned three times a year with the IB units. K-3 students go to
Spanish Enrichment for 60 minutes every 10 days, or 20 hours per year; grades 4
and 5 receive Spanish Enrichment for 45
minutes weekly, and our Spanish-speaking
students are grouped together for literacybased enrichment. The Spanish Enrichment
class is intended to familiarize students with
some of the vocabulary, expressions and
culture of the Spanish-speaking world. IES
Language San Diego also offers an afterschool class every week. In addition to the
Spanish Enrichment program, we also offer
45 minutes a week of conversational Spanish
with Sra. Rosas, our IB Coordinator to grades
3-5. Sra. Rosas works with students who are at or above grade level while those
students in need of additional support from their teacher remain in class for
assistance. Sra. Rosas, a former Birney Bee, taught Spanish at Pacific Beach IB
World Middle School and Lincoln High School.
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Art class
The Art program at Birney Elementary is used to provide students with knowledge,
skills, and concepts those students can explore to understand the interconnected
nature of the subject areas and the trans-disciplinary themes. The idea behind the
program is to use Art as a means for students to enhance learning in other subjects,
such as math, science, and social studies, to better understand the world around
them. Creating projects in the art program that further classroom instruction helps
students with hands on learning, and assists students who learn in a variety of ways.
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Garden (Agriculture and Environmental Sciences) class
Over the last 10 years the Garden Program has evolved into an integrated
agricultural and nutritional sciences program. All grades attend weekly academic
gardening classes. Birney has been a leader in school garden nutrition and wellness
activities in the San Diego Unified school district. The Birney organic garden handson science program has resulted in an increase in science comprehension –
demonstrated by our excellent school test scores. Additionally, student exposure to
tasting the fruits and vegetables that they grew provides them with a window to
healthy eating that (unfortunately) many of them are not exposed to outside of
school. The garden program also provides environmental education through a
school-wide composting program that is part of the district’s Zero Waste Pilot
program, diverting 200 gallons of food waste each month out of the waste stream
and into the soil. Access to the Garden Program has wide-ranging effects on our
students, both at school and in the community.
For the 2016/17 school year, the board voted to increase the budget dedicated to
this program in order to add a Wellness Program as well as an Outreach Farm Stand
Program.
Wellness Program: In response to reductions in funding for on-site counselors for
students the board voted to increase the hours of the Garden (AES) program so that
the P.E teacher, counselor and garden teacher could work together to provide
support to students who would benefit from the therapeutic environment of the
garden. This provided a supportive environment for students to engage, be calm and
focus.
Outreach Farm Stand Club: The board also voted to provide extra funds to
organize the Birney Student Council and selected students in need of motivation to
harvest and prepare school-grown produce for the Family Friday Farm Stand. The
Farm Stand Club was started to employ referred students in 3rd- 5th grade to
participate in harvesting, cleaning and bunching produce. In addition to preparing
produce, students managed the supplies and promotional/nutritional information
for the stand and identified recipes to prepare to promote garden grown produce.
Mrs. Mindy Swanson, of Dig Down Deep, has provided this amazing, unique program
to our school since her own children attended and continues to grow the program
with her brilliance and creativity. We are all so grateful for her energy and the
rewards our children have reaped from her instruction.
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IB Training
For the 2016/17 school year the school district was able to provide partial funding
for our teachers to attend IB Training. FOABE was able to supplement this funding
with an extra $5,000 to send the entire 1st grade team to IB training as well. This is
not a cost that we incur every year, but is a great example of how our foundation can
meet the shortfalls of district funding when it’s deemed necessary.
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How We Raise Funds
Events
Pride Parking – July 16, 2016 - $3,571 Raised
Running in concurrence with the San Diego Pride Parade
in Hillcrest, the Pride Parking fundraiser is our first
fundraiser of the new fiscal year, though it occurs right
before the end of our school year. We rent the parking lot
from the San Diego Unified School District and “sell” spots
for a suggested donation. Anyone looking for parking is
welcome.

Birney Night(s) Out – 10/21/16 & 5/12/17 - $10,680 Total Raised
Birney Night Out occurs twice a year. This is an adults-only event held at a bar/
restaurant. Organizers plan a fun evening of dancing and socializing, as well as a
raffle and silent-auction. Our parent volunteers collect silent auction and raffle
prizes in the weeks leading up to this event. These prizes are generously donated by
businesses throughout the community. See “Business Sponsorships” below for a
complete list of 2016/17 In-Kind donors. We have held this event since it’s inception
at U-31 in North Park. They have generously donated 40% of sales from food and
drinks during the event. All community members are invited to attend.
Concurrently we have child-care provided for $10/child back at Birney. This
includes supervision, dinner, games, and a movie. Childcare is provided by SAY San
Diego, our fee-based before and after-school program. All funds raised for childcare
also go towards the fundraiser.
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Big Give – 12/15/2016 - $22,500 Raised

Big Give is an online fund drive that runs from 7am7pm on the last Thursday before Winter Break.
Families receive emails throughout the day regarding
the fundraiser’s mission, its progress throughout the
day, and a link to donate. Families are welcome to
donate via the online Pay Pal link or via check or cash at
school. For the last few years, the organizers have recruited a pool of parent donors
to act as a matching pool based on number of donors. This has helped to generate
even more energy around giving at any level.

Run for the Green – 3/17/2017 - $32,911 Raised
In March of 2007 Alice Birney Elementary students ran
their first health and wellness
run. The funds raised in that
very first year began a tradition
of team work and community
support that plays a key role in
keeping our International
Baccalaureate program alive
and well to this day. This
continues to be our biggest fundraiser of the year.
Students reach out to their personal communities to
garner sponsorship for the laps they run on the day of the
event. Each Friday during the 6-week fundraising period,
Mrs. Buzz and Ms. Amanda, our Principal, visit the
classrooms to motivate the kids, deliver small prizes for participation, and collect
donation envelopes. Prizes and recognition of efforts are offered in a wide variety of
ways through the support of donations from businesses both locally and
nationwide. Parent organizers are tasked with canvassing for these prizes. The
culmination of 6 weeks of fundraising happened this year on St. Patrick’s Day, March
17th, when we ran laps, listened to music and embraced the “Green” spirit in full.
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As an added element to the festivities this year, Birney families were encouraged to
wear their Birney colors and come together to create community fundraisers by
means of lemonade stands or bake sales during the weeks of fundraising.

Each year there is a t-shirt design contest that is judged by Coach Carol Lord, our PE
teacher. The t-shirt is distributed to all children that raise a minimum of $65
throughout the 6 weeks. The back of the t-shirt is filled with the logos of all business
donors that gave a minimum of $300. The Run for the Green t-shirt has become a
school tradition for our families.
As an added treat this
year, our new
neighbor, Pop Pie, got
in on the fun making
pies that contained
ingredients from our
school garden. They
sold the pies with a
portion of proceeds
coming back to our
school.
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Passive Fundraisers
Amazon Store Front - $2200 Raised
Click the Amazon button on either the PTA website or
the Friends of Alice Birney Elementary website and a
percentage of your total comes back to us.

Give-a-Latte - $2295 Raised

The Give-a-Latte program is an opportunity for families
to contribute to our organization monthly with an
automatic withdrawal from their bank account. Once
they set this up, they make an ongoing monthly
contribution.

Business Sponsorships
Our goal is always to find ways to take the financial burden off of our families. We
ask so much of them throughout the school year, so it is always an honor to find
local community businesses that want to invest in our children’s future.

Cash - $6,997 Raised
Some of our sponsors have just simply written checks in exchange for exposure to
our family community. Our Pledge Form offers donors the following rewards for
their donations:
•
•
•

Linked logo on our website
Logo on our Run for the Green commemorative t-shirt
Logo Banner on our school fence
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Cash Business Sponsors for 2016/17
Businesses that gave $1,000+
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Other Cash Sponsor that generously contributed during 2016/17
The Baras Foundation

Cueva Bar

Lloyd Realty Group

Caps Pizza & Bar

Josette Alvarez

Pop Pie

In-Kind Sponsors
Many businesses have generously donated their products and services. We use
these in our silent auctions and raffles as a way to turn them into cash for our
organization. We also use some in-kind donations as prizes for our students and
staff as an incentive for their fundraising efforts.

In-Kind Business Sponsors for 2016/17
Amazon Gift Cards
American Girl Doll
AquaPros Swim School
Aquarium of the Pacific
Baja Betty’s
Bankers Hill Restaurant
Baron’s Market
Barona Casino
Big 5 Sporting Goods

Filippi’s Pizza Grotto
Florabella
HipCooks
Home Away From Home K9
Hornblower
Hotel Solamar
If I Was a Bird Yoga for Kids
In n Out
Infinite Yoga
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Natura Early Devpt Center
Natural History Museum
Nomad Donuts
Noonan Swim School
NP Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
O Café
Otterbox
Out N’ About Dog Training
Padres

Big Front Door
Blind Lady Ale House
Burger Lounge
Café 21
Caps Pizza
Catalina Staycation
Cheap Rentals
Chipotle
Chiropractique
Corporate Helicopters
CorePower Yoga
Corner Bakery
Crayola
Crazee Burger
Cucina Sorella
Cueva Bar
Curves
Daphnes
Del Mar Photographics
Digital Gym Camp
Diversionary Theater
El Zarape
Et Voila
Evolution Dog Treats
Extra Graphic Designs
Starbucks
Suja Juice
Susie’s Pet Clippet
The Dana on Mission Bay
The Gibbon Conserv. Ctr.
Heart & Trotter Butchery
The Lab Salon
New Children’s Museum
Thrive Market
Tiki Town Adventure Golf
Trader Joe’s

Islands
Japanese Friendship Garden
Jimbo’s Naturally
Jump Around Now
Kendama
Kind Bars
La Jolla Cosmetic Laser Clinic
La Jolla Inn by the Sea
La Loupe Vintage
Lazy Dog Restaurant
Lestat’s Coffee House
Little Artists
Loog Guitar
Mariposa Yoga
Meraki Café
Midway Museum
Mission Bay Aquatic Center
Urban Mo’s
Model Railroad Museum
Moonlight Amphitheater
Mr. Moto Pizza House
Murder n’ Mayhem
Museum of Making Music
Mystic Mocha Café
Nate’s Garden Grill
Twiggs
UCSD
Uptown Cleaners
Urban Jungle
Urban Magick
USS Midway
UTC Ice
V Collective Hair Service
Virtual Play Zone
Warner Carillo Ranch House
Welburn Gourd Farm
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Papa Johns
Park Blvd Deli
Picaboo
Plat It Safe
Ponces
Rachel Gobar Session
Ranchos
Randy Riccoboni Artwork
Red Lobster
Ring Video Doorbells
Rockin Jump
Rubios
SD Air & Space Museum
SD Botanic Garden
SD Museum of Art
SD Fleet Science Center
SD Museum of Man
SD Nat History Museum
Searsucker
Shorline Kitchen
Sleep Bedder
Small Bar
SOHO Museums
Soltan Banoo
Sorted Nest
West Coast Tavern
Wowwee Canada, Inc.
Young Hickory
Zen Sanctuary

2016/17 Financial Summary
Alice Birney Elementary runs on a Year-Round School Calendar. The 2016/17
school year ran from August 29, 2016 to July 21, 2017. Our fiscal year is July 1st –
June 30th each year. Our expenses for the school year are not completed when we
report our financials on June 30th. For purposes of this report we are focused on
the fiscal year financial reports. If you require further clarification or have any
questions, please contact AliceBirneyFriends@gmail.com.

EXPENSES

Art-MusicDance
$25,130

GardenBEAS
$32,380

Planned Expenses for 2016-17
IB-Other
$5,000

25%

32%

$101,608

5%
4%
4%

Admin
$4,630
Fundraising
$3,750

30%

Spanish
$30,718

Actual Expenses 7/1/16 to 6/30/17
Art-MusicDance
$35,749

GardenBEAS
$30,586

33%
6%
5%
$109,413 1%
28%

27%
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IB-Other
$6,000
Admin
$5,619
Fundraising
$1,615
Spanish
$28,845

FUNDRAISING

Fundraising Goals for 2016-17
Fundraising
Events
$64,000

63%

$101,608

2%
12%

23%

Grants /
Other
$1,500
Family
Donations
$12,500
Community
& Business
Donations
$23,608

Actual Funds Raised 7/1/16 to 6/30/17
Fundraising
Events
$71,908

Grants /
Other
$135

79%

$90,485

0%
13%

8%
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Family
Donations
$11,445
Community
& Business
Donations
$6,997

FOABE ASSETS

Account Balances as of 6/30/17
PayPal
$2,566

3%

30%

$94,477
Checking
$63,339

Money
Market
$28,572

0%

Savings
$0

67%

Funds Availability as of 6/30/17
Emergency
Reserve
$28,500

30%

$94,477
Operating
Funds
$60,788

64%

6%

Restricted
Use Funds
$5,188

At our annual budget meeting in August 2016 the FOABE board approved a budget
that put expected expenses beyond the expected fundraising budget for the year
with the agreement that we would spend previously raised funds to cover some of
our costs. These funds were set aside in years past specifically for this purpose.
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